
 
 

Children’s Worship 

The Big God Story of Love and Light - 1 

Creation - “Good” 

 

SET-UP 

 

Space Set-up: 

● Regular configuration 

 

Altar Set-up: 

● White 

● Good Shepherd Jesus 

● Father God 

● Mother God 

● Spirit God 

● Chalice and Paten  

● Cross (carried in) 

● Candle (carried in) 

● Alleluia 

● Bible  

 

Sand Tray: 

(All elements will be out of the tray, the tray is covered with a black cloth. 

Everything else is is wood boxes or cups so that the friends can build the story as it 

is told.) 

● Adam 

● Eve 

● Animals 

● Stars (sparkly faceted beads) 

● Water, Sky, Sun, Clouds, Waves, etc. (felt) 

● Flowers 

● Trees 

● Grass 

● Sand (kinetic)  

 

Scripture Lesson: 

  

Genesis 1-2:4  

Please read in the New Revised Standard Version and in The Message. 

 

 

Opening Prayer: 

Creator God, help us open our minds and hearts to learn about hope today. AMEN. 
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Lesson: 

 

Today we are going to begin at the very beginning of the Bible, even though the 

Bible isn’t really written like a chapter book where we start in the beginning and 

read to the end and get the whole story. You might have noticed we jump around a 

lot. Every Sunday we read from different parts of the Bible. Old Testament, the 

Hebrew Bible part, has stories, the Psalms, and the Prophets (those who told of 

God’s goodness to the Jewish people and encouraged them to stay close to God). 

We sing the Psalms in our church. Other churches read them. 

 

We also read out of the Christian Scriptures--the New Testament. This is the part of 

the Bible where we learn about Jesus, and most importantly, we learn what Jesus 

taught. We can’t follow Jesus on The Way--we can’t be a part of the Big God Story 

of Love, Light, & Action--unless we have a way to understand what it means to 

follow him. And studying the stories and writings in the Bible is a big part of how we 

do that. 

 

This is the most important story of our lives, and as Christians--what makes us 

Christians really--is that this story is true. We hold onto this story. We retell this 

story over and over again. We love this story. It’s OUR story. 

 

It’s the Big God Story of how God made us in God’s own image--in other words, we 

were always made to be God’s children--and we’re created to be friends with God.  

 

It’s the Big God Story of how we wander away and toward God all the time, but 

God keeps looking for us and waiting for us to be friends no matter what. 

 

It’s the Big God Story of the promise of hope, peace, joy, and love coming into the 

world, and how that promise was whispered, shouted, and written across the sky 

again and again so we’d know the promise was not forgotten. 

 

And it’s the Big God Story of Jesus fulfilling that promise--we are not alone in life. 

God is with us, and God--Jesus himself--understands all the beauty and difficulty of 

human life. Jesus is our hope, peace, joy, and love. He’s our best friend. 

 

As Christians we like to say that our hope is in God. We know that God is the 

Creator, so we connect with God’s loving life-force-energy when we get creative. 

Hope is that part of us that knows no matter how bad things are, God can make 

something new and beautiful and good from it. 

 

This is the actual first story of the Bible, and it fits because it is a story about how 

the world began. This is not a science story--those are for scientists to discover and 
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teach. This is a God story. God stories are different. God stories are ALWAYS about 

meaning. This is a story of creation--how the world and people and the universe 

came to be--and why it matters that God is a part of it.  

 

At the heart of this story there is a key concept--and a keyword--about what 

meaning God gives all of creation. When the universe was formed. Yesterday. 

Today. Tomorrow. This is THE word. 

 

This week’s word is “good.” Listen for it. In fact, who has Mother and Father God? 

You two will need to practice saying, “It is good!” Try it out. (Make sure they really 

nail it!) 

 

Let’s start this story where every good story begins...once upon a time... 

 

In the beginning the Creator decided to create everything we see and everything 

we cannot even fathom. God wanted to be friends with creation, including us. 

 

In the beginning, God separated the light from the dark. (Have Friend put down 

white/yellow sun.) “Let there be light!” 

 

God looked at this and said, “Oh yeah! That looks amazing! It is so GOOD!” (Have 

friends with Mother and Father God do their part repeatedly throughout the story.) 

 

[Take cloths off, with the Sun to the side of the sand tray.] 

 

The 2nd day, God created water--water above [put down clouds] and water below 

[waves]. 

 

God looked at this and said, “Day and night--oh yeah! That looks amazing! It is so 

GOOD!” 

 

On the 3rd day, God created dry land [add sand and grass] and every kind of 

vegetation that we see--trees, flowers, moss, plants--our very food [trees and 

flowers]. 

 

God looked at this and said, “Oh yeah! That looks amazing and delicious! It is so 

GOOD!” 

 

On the fourth day, God created the sun and moon and stars [place in the tray]. 

Then God created the seasons. Winter. Spring. Summer. Autumn. God brought 

order to our world, our solar system, our galaxy, all of creation. 
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God looked at this and said, “Oh yeah! That looks amazing! I’m digging all of this, 

so let me keep doing it over and over and over again! Galaxies are so cool!  It is so 

GOOD!” 

 

On the fifth day, God put animals all over the world. In the sea, in the air, and on 

the ground. God got CREATIVE!!! Have you ever looked at birds? There are so 

many different kinds? What’s your favorite animal? Think about how different they 

all are! [Animals go into the tray.] 

 

God looked at this and said, “Oh yeah! That looks amazing! It is so GOOD!” 

 

On the sixth day, God was still lonely. Remember all of this amazing goodness was 

created so God could feel connected, loved, and in friendship. But it’s hard to be 

friends with the light, or with the clouds, or even with a dog--who is close to God 

(God spelled backwards and all), but it’s not the same. (The friends will interject a 

million stories about their favorite pets!) You can’t talk to a dog the way you can 

talk to a person. You can’t have a deep conversation. So, God decided to make 

human beings--and this is the most important part--God made human beings in 

God’s very own image. We are like God, in that we are creative. God created you 

and me and all the other people that came before us. God breathed God’s own 

breath into each of us, starting with Adam and Eve (our first parents) [place them 

in the Garden].  

 

God looked at us and said, “Oh yeah! That looks amazing! Human beings are so 

very very GOOD!” 

 

And on the 7th day, God rested. Creativity and hope are hard work! 

 

Ritual response to the story: 

  

Each week this year we’ll be making a special praying in color canvas with our 

words.  

 

Here is my example one for you to see… 

 

In the middle, let’s start off by writing “The Big God Story of Love and Light.” That 

will be what is in the middle of the Old Testament/Hebrew Scriptures canvas. “Jesus 

is Our Love and Light” will be in the New Testament/Christian Scriptures one. There 

are a total of 17 words for the Hebrew Scriptures. Today’s word is good.  

 

There is no right or wrong way to do this. Think of it as a word-painting-quilt that 

you are making to see how you fit into the story. 
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The way that this is praying is that whenever we meditate on a word in God’s story, 

we are praying. We are beginning the conversation with God about that word.  

 

Some ways we might be doing that today would be: 

 

● God show me your goodness. 

● Help me see the world as good. 

● Help me see good when things are bad. 

● Help me see the good in people even when they are not kind. 

● Help me remember that I’m good. 

● Help me remember that everyone is created good, even when they forget. 

● Help me name something in creation I think is really good! 

● The one thing I think is the coolest that God created in the natural world is… 

(Clearly the right answer is llamas...and English Springer Spaniels...and 

chocolate...and cheese...and water to swim in...and french fries...and 

stars...and trees that sing...and llamas.) 

 

 Friends will then put their name on the back of the canvas and start their prayer. 

 

I also have green prayer beads for creation this week. There will be weeks where 

there are prayer beads too, so we will just get them on wrists as we go. 

 

 

Closing Prayer: 

 

Loving Creator God, thank you for making us to be your friends. Thank you for this 

amazing garden we call home and everything you’ve made. Help us to be creative 

and full of hope--no matter what happens. AMEN. 

 

Offering: 

Our light. (Select one child to bring light back into sanctuary.) 

 

Line up to return to worship. 
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